
Port Royal 
Sustainability Features 

Historical Significance 
Port Royal is designated as an official site on the 

Trail of Tears National Historic Trail. The Trail of 

Tears commemorates the forced removal of 

Native Americans from their homelands in the 

Southeastern United States and the paths they 

traveled westward in 1838 and 1839. Diary 

records of the removal mentioned Port Royal, 

the last stop before leaving Tennessee, as an 

encampment site where the Cherokee stayed 

overnight or longer to re-supply, grind corn and 

rest. 

Hiking 
Three trails are available for visitors to hike on. 

The Overlook Trail is a short stroll along the top 

of the bluff to overlook the Red River and the 

bottom below. This trail is of moderate 

difficulty and about 100 yards long. The Trail of 

Tears is an original, preserved section of the 

Trail of Tears certified by the National Park 

Service. This trail is about 300 yards long and is 

rated easy. The River Bottom Trail connects to 

the Trail of Tears and provides a leisurely walk 

through a forested river bottom. This trail is .6 

miles long and rated easy. 

 

 

 
 
Events 
One of the more popular programs hosted by 

the park is “Port Royal by Lantern”. Held in late 

October to coincide with Halloween, visitors can 

take a lantern guided tour through Port Royal 

State Historic Park and meet some of Port 

Royal's most famous (and infamous) residents 

as they tell tales of the frontier, the Bell Witch, 

Night Riders and many more. 

 
 
 

 

Park Highlights 

 The park has an excellent example of 
an early Pratt Truss design steel bridge 
built in 1887. This bridge spans the 
Sulphur Fork Creek and provides 
picturesque views of both the Red 
River and Sulphur Fork 

 The park provides ADA accessible 

picnic areas and restrooms  

 

 


